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partners

general partners

Mikuláš Kroupa, director of Post Bellum

co-production

We set the exhibition on Charles Square in Prague in a
wooden construction which is reminiscent of a concentration camp. Why? We do not want you to give it a miss, and
we want to make it a part of the public space, if only for a
short time. What is a more apt symbol to demonstrate the
horrors of World War II than a concentration camp?

production

Apart from them, we also talk about Karel Čurda, Viliam
Gerik, and Ladislav Vaněk, who collaborated with the Nazi
secret police. Finally, we decided to include seven Nazis,
such as Heydrich, Frank or Geschke, who are directly responsible for the inhuman crimes.

May 27th—June 18th Charles Square, Prague
Seventy Stories of the Memory of Nations
Exhibition in a Concentration Camp

media partners

Our co-workers have personally interviewed half of the
persons whose stories are presented here. You can find
them on the Memory of Nations website (www.memoryofnations.eu). You can learn about the resistance movement supporters who helped to hide the paratroopers from
England, about children whose parents were executed by
the Nazis, about women from Lidice and other incidental
witnesses of these events. The other half of them had died
many years before they were able to tell us the stories of
their lives. They are the soldiers Gabčík, Kubiš, Opálka,
Bartoš, Valčík and others from the number of paratrooper
groups that were deployed in the Protectorate. But there
are also the amazing people who were helping them and
who have paid the highest price for it. Many talk about the
celebrated paratroopers, but what about these people? Do
we know about the fates of the Moravec family, the Zelenka family, the Khodl family, the Fafek family, and others?

Assassination of Heydrich

We believe that instead of focusing solely on the Operation
Anthropoid, the exhibition ought to show the resistance
activities carried out in other parts of the country, namely
in the Pardubice region. We should not forget the tragic
events which followed the annihilation of the villages of
Lidice and Ležáky, nor the executions in the shootingrange in Prague-Kobylisy and in the Mauthausen concentration camp. Through these stories, we wish to present
the period known as “Heydrich terror”.

construction

The exhibition commemorates the 70th anniversary
of the assassination of the substitute Reich Protector
Reinhard Heydrich and symbolically recalls 70 stories
from the period of World War II.

Accompanying Program

Tracing the Past

On working days, guided tours of the exhibition and
discussion sessions for school-groups will be held every
morning, starting at 10:00 am. To make a reservation,
please contact martina.kollinerova@ustrcr.cz.

su May 27th 		

4 pm

Opening — Ceremonial opening of the exhibition

mo May 28th		

6 pm

Mikuláš Kroupa — Talk with the director of Post Bellum
about the Memory of Nation portal and the recording of
witnesses’ memories

tu May 29th		

4 pm

col. Ján Bačík — Talk with the witness who has undergone paratrooper training and fought at Dunkerque

we May 30th		

6 pm

Protector (director: M. Najbrt)
What are you willing to betray for love? Story of a fateful
relationship of two people, who amidst the drama of war
have to live through their very own personal drama.

sa June 2nd		

6 pm

Operation Silver A (director: J. Strach)
This two-part television film is a touching and dramatic
portrayal of love, heroism and weakness. In a snowcovered forest, three young men just parachuted down:
Bartoš, Potůček, and Valčík…
Talk with experts after the screening.

mo June 4th		

6 pm

Daniel Kroupa — Talk with the philosopher, university
teacher and former member of the Czech Senate about the
philosophical aspects of Heydrich terror

tu June 5th		

4 pm

col. Jiří Pavel — Talk with the war veteran from the armoured brigade in Great Britain

we June 6th		

6 pm

Eduard Stehlík — Talk about paratrooper training in
Great Britain with an expert on modern military history

sa June 9th		

6 pm

Lidice (director: P. Nikolaev)
The story of Lidice is a story of ordinary people, who got
in the history’s way by a mere absurd coincidence. The
film depicts the tragic fate of the village of Lidice in World
War II from an unusual perspective. The lives of the villagers are seen through their mutual relations, and especially
through a love relation, which was at the very beginning.
Talk with experts after the screening.

su June 10th		

6:30 pm

Josef Suk: Meditation on the Saint Wenceslas Chorale
Gideon Klein: Preludium a fuga
Pavel Haas: String Quartet No. 2 Op. 7 “From the Monkey
Mountains”

6 pm

gen. Tomáš Sedláček — Talk with the witness who has
undergone paratrooper training in Great Britain

tu June 12th		

6 pm

Vojtěch Kyncl — Talk with an expert from the Lidice Memorial about the legal and diplomatic consequences of the
second martial law in central Europe

we June 13th		

6 pm

Jan Sedmidubský — Talk with the expert on film and
radio archives about the war radio broadcast, including audio excerpts from the Czech Radio archives

mo June 18th		

4 pm

Taxmeni — A benefit concert of this country band, the
proceeds of which will go to reconstruction of the native
house of Jan Kubiš and opening an exhibition there
			
Memorial Service — La Grande Bande Choir
Church of St. Ignatius, Charles Square
Program subject to change,
voluntary contributions welcome

www.pamatnik-heydrichiady.cz
In the building of the Ministry of Industry and Trade on
the corner of the Politických vězňů Street, the Petschek
Palace Memorial can be found. The place served as the central interrogation station of the Prague Gestapo.
www.zasvobodu.cz/zajimavosti

Pavel Bořkovec’s String Quartet
Church of St. Ignatius, Charles Square

mo June 11th		

You can also visit the nearby crypt of the Orthodox Church
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Resslova Street, which was
the last shelter of the paratroopers. Guided tours need to
be booked in advance.

5:30 pm

Post Bellum
Post Bellum is a non-profit organization which has been
recording testimonies of 20th century witnesses for over
eleven years. The interviewees include war veterans, former concentration camp prisoners, political prisoners,
dissidents, and also communists and former Secret Police
agents, as well as “ordinary” people who happened to be
witnesses of significant events. The collection is accessible on www.memoryofnations.eu and currently contains
memories of more than 2,500 witnesses.
We strive to share their memories in various ways. We
cooperate with the radio documentary series “Stories of
the 20th Century”, we hold the Memory of Nation Awards
Ceremony, we organize talks with students, publish books,
run an interactive education portal for history teachers
www.myjsmetonevzdali.cz and we prepare exhibitions just
like this one.
www.postbellum.cz

Thanks
Our thanks go to all the partners who made this
exhibition possible.
You too can help. Join the club Friends of Memory of
Nations. Apply on www.memoryofnations.eu.

